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“Cain and Abel” by John Reilly  
from the  

Methodist Church Collection of Modern Christian Art.  
(c) Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, used by permission of 

Trustees of the Collection. (See article on page 18) 
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Our Circuit Statement 

 
Our mission is to offer signs of 
the Kingdom of God and to 
encourage our people to develop 
and use their gifts and  
exercise their own ministry. 
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The Editor Writes... 

Whichever way you look at it, 
100 is a significant number. 
 

�� or instance, most currencies 
divide into units of 100 – 

i.e. One pound = 100 pence, one 
dollar = 100 cents etc. 

In cricket, 100 runs (or a 
“century”) is considered a 
significant milestone. 100 
degrees Celsius is the boiling 
point of water.   

Old fashioned fractions are more 
frequently expressed these days 
as a percentage (literally “per 
hundred”). 

If you dial 100 you’ll get the 
operator, unless you are in 
Greece, India or Israel, in which 
case you’ll get the police (don’t 
try it). 

Ten to the power of 100 (10100), 
in other words, the figure 1 with 
100 zeros after it, is a 
“googol” (honestly, I’m not 
making this up), not to be 
confused with “Google” the 
internet search engine. 

Strangely enough though, 
computers do not generally think 
in 10s or 100s. Early computers 
used binary, expressed as a series 
of 1s and 0s, but modern 
computers are more likely to use 

16s (hexadecimal). I was trying 
to explain this to my son, and 
compared it to thinking in 
pounds, shillings and pence ... it 
didn’t help. 

In the Bible, Jesus told a parable 
about a lost sheep. There were 
actually 100 sheep altogether, but 
we tend to forget about 99 of 
them. In the Parable of the 
Sower, Jesus indicated that seed 
sown in fertile soil could produce 
a crop up to 100 times that which 
was sown. 

Obadiah saved 100 prophets by 
hiding them in a cave and feeding 
them (1 Kings 18:4). 

And did you know that Paul 
wrote a total of 100 chapters in 
his 14 Epistles? Go on, count 
them. 

We, the Spotlight editorial team, 
therefore make no apology for 
making a fuss about the 100th 
issue of this magazine. It has, 
during its lifetime, been a vehicle 
for countless pieces of good 
news, and some sad tidings, but 
overall I believe that has been a 
blessing to many, and has helped 
to connect people across the 
Circuit who have much in 
common, but rarely have the 
opportunity to meet.  
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We cannot be quite sure of the 
date of the first issue, since the 
archives do not go back that 
far, and the frequency of issue 
has varied over the years. 
However, our esteemed 
archivist, Barry Turnwell, has 
made an educated guess at 
1979. What were you doing in 
1979? I was still single 
(although engaged to the lovely 
Glynis). I had long hair – ok, 
some things don’t change. 

Barry has been busy scouring 
the available archives (from 
issue 25), and his brief 
summary will doubtless prod 
some memories. If it prods 
yours, please feel free to send 
us your thoughts. However, 
this issue is not just about 
looking back, as some articles 
(notably Mike Lambourne’s 
report on the Circuit Review 
Group) ably demonstrate.  For 
my part, as I look 
forward to whatever 
the future holds, I can 
think of no better way 
to finish than with a 
wonderful statement 
of God’s faithfulness, 
and an exhortation to 
worship Him with 
renewed energy. 

You’ve guessed it  

– it’s Psalm 100 (NIV). 

 

 1 Shout for joy to the LORD, 
all the earth.  
 2 Worship the LORD with 
gladness;  
       come before him with 
joyful songs.  
 3 Know that the LORD is God.  
       It is he who made us, and 
we are his;  
       we are his people, the 
sheep of his pasture.  
 4 Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving  
       and his courts with praise;  
       give thanks to him and 
praise his name.  
 5 For the LORD is good and 
his love endures forever;  
       his faithfulness continues 
through all generations. 

 

May God continue 
to bless us all 
richly, and may He 
find in us fertile 
soil where the seed 
of His Word may 
grow and be 
fruitful. 

Keith Miller 
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A MESSAGE FROM ……... 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DISTRICT  

 

�� ongratulations on  reaching the 100th edition of your 
Circuit magazine.  It’s one of the sad ironies of our times 

than in an era where there are so many different ways of 
keeping in touch with each other that people can feel isolated 
and news and information does not seem to get passed around.  
Alongside things like Twitter and Facebook there is still a need 
for the printed word. 

We group churches together into Circuits for more than simple 
administrative convenience.  Alongside our partnerships in 
Churches Together groups, relating to one another within a 
Circuit is meant to be a way In which we can experience what it 
means to be members of the Body of Christ.  We are all 
interdependent and we need one another for support, 
encouragement and challenge.  Spotlight can help you to do that 
in your Circuit. 

I hope that Spotlight will continue to help you to watch over one 
another in love as you go about the business of witnessing to the 
One who is the Word made flesh. 

John  Hellyer 

AND ALSO FROM A PAST SUPER…… 

�� ot far from the Staffordshire village where we live is a 
traffic island that claims the distinction of being in the 

middle of England. Whether or not that is the case, it must be 
true that we are about as far away from the coast as it is possible 
to get in this country. 

But, while we are now very much enjoying our home in Yoxall 
and active in our church in the nearby village of Alrewas – last 
September I completed two years as minister and now am 
church treasurer! - we are always particularly delighted to hear 
what has been happening in Hastings, Bexhill and Rye.  And 
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there is no better a source of that good news than Spotlight. 

Over the years Spotlight has filled a real need, not only for those like 
us who live at a distance, but especially for you within the large area 
the Circuit embraces, giving news of what God is doing among you 
and underlining the connexional nature of our Church. 

It is to the great credit of the editorial team – whose thoughtful and 
challenging articles are always well worth reading – as well as local 
church correspondents and other contributors, that the 100th edition of 
Spotlight is now published. Elizabeth joins me in sending our warm 
congratulations on this achievement and best wishes for the future.  

Roger Cresswell 
 

EXTRACTS FROM SOME PAGES “WELL-TURNED”  

We decided that, to mark this special issue, some research ought to 
be carried out into the archives, and we could think of no better man 
for the job than Barry Turnwell. Here are the fruits of his labours.  

�� adly I cannot trace the first editions of the Circuit Magazine but I 
do have them from No.25 Dec 1987 onwards. At that time there 

were 3 editions a year thus the first issue would have been produced 
around 1978/9. 

For many years it was of A5 size, and then A4 size and run off on the 
old Gestetner type machine and distributed after a local team had 
sorted and stapled the magazine.  It reduced (but with increased 
pages) to the A5 size with edition 71 dated March 2003, a format 
which it retains to this day.  

One of the first Editors was Rev K S Armistead with ‘Advisory 
Editors’ being the Revs G S Johns and F V May. At that time the 
Circuit had 6 sections with a correspondent for each to check that 
suitable material was being produced for the Editor. 

The Christmas 1991 edition 37 saw the Rev Gordon Lemmon 
become Superintendent and Mr Ian  Russell remained Editor which 
he had been since 1989 (issue 31)  

For some years we struggled without an official Editor and then with 
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issue no 50 at Easter 1996 the Rev Frank May took over the reins. 

In 2007 with the 90th edition Frank May took a back seat and we 
welcomed Keith Miller to act as Editor - Frank May stayed on as a 
member of the committee. We have a small committee that meets 
four times a year to plan the next copy, arrange distribution and 
generally have a good time. We usually find that we are all given 
jobs to do to obtain more contacts or items. 

In 1988 the total Circuit expenditure reported was £75,184 and a 
membership of 1056.  In issue 25 we said a sad farewell to our little 
Dallington Chapel (after 115 years), and issue 26 carried the news 
that our Wesley Chapel in The Bourne at Hastings was to close. Issue 
27 gave a report on the 250th anniversary of John Wesley’s 
conversion held at the URC church in Hastings on the 23rd May 1988. 
Issue 30 gave details of the Hastings Mayor Making ceremony for 
Paul Smith of Park Road Church. 

Little Common Church hosted a course on ‘Thoughts on Worship’ – 
Dec 89 (issue 31). Issue 33 sees Frank May retire from full time 
ministry and welcomes the Rev Tom and Florence Holcomb. 

An article on ‘What is a class leader?’ by June Wilcock makes 
interesting reading– edition 33 July 90. Re-reading the ‘Duties of a 
Church Steward’ could be a real recap session for some (issue 34, 
Dec 1990), or ‘Being a Property Steward’ in issue 38. 

Northeye Prison was to close, so issue 39 (Summer 92) gave details, 
and Lynda Johnson wrote about Junior Church work. Mark Reeve in 
1993 (issue 41) gave us a young person’s view of the church   - times 
don’t seem to change! The Rev Cynthia Park arrived in the Circuit in 
1993 and wrote an article telling us all about her and the family (issue 
43). Sabbaticals are in vogue in our Circuit so if you want to know 
more read issue 44 in 1994. 

The Circuit “8 ‘til 8” event was held at Calvert in Feb 1995 when 63 
youngsters created havoc but had a great time (issue 47). Wendy 
Hatch was the Circuit Youth Worker and gave updates of her work in 
Spotlight in the 1990’s (see issue 48). 

Issue 50 was produced in 1996 when section reps were Fred Webb, 
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Mary Bridger, Richard Burrett, Barry Turnwell and Daphne Parks. 
Frank May was Editor with the Rev H Gordon Lemmon as Super.           

Issue 51 saw a brand new design of Spotlight with greatly improved 
printing and more pages. Issue 52 saw an article by Derek Brice on 
the running of the London Marathon. Tony Day became the first 
Methodist Mayor of Battle and it was good to read about his 
experiences in issue 53 (Easter 1997). 

Gemma Smith wrote about her visit to the MAYC Weekend in 
London in 1997 (issue 54) and a new approach to Methodism 
Structure was given by Monica Crouch in issue 57 (Summer 1998). 
Issue 61 welcomed in the new millennium and there were reports 
from all 16 churches in the Circuit plus ‘Richmond’. Christmas 2000 
reported the opening of ‘Heatherbank’ by Canon Roger Royle. 

The World Methodist Conference was held in Brighton in July 2001, 
which was reported on in issue 66. Lillian O’Connor represented us at 
the Conference at Ipswich in 2001, and issue 67 included her report. 

Issue 71 (March 2003) saw a reduction in size to A5 and the inclusion 
of the Circuit Mission Statement – it was also the tercentenary of the 
birth of John Wesley so plenty of coverage as well! 

In issue 83 (Easter 2006) we heard more about the extension to Park 
Road church and their new vestibule. Our articles ‘ Faith on a 
Monday Morning’ continued, and the new group of ‘Friday Friends’ 
was launched at Little Common (issue 84). 2007 saw the Centenary at 
Christchurch and the planning for the possible purchase and  birth of 
John Wesley so plenty of coverage as well! 

In issue 83 Easter 2006 we heard more about the extension to Park 
Road church and their new vestibule. Our articles ‘ Faith on a 
Monday Morning’ continued and the new group of ‘Friday Friends’ 
was launched at Little Common (issue 84). 2007 saw the Centenary at 
Christchurch and the planning for the possible purchase of ‘Centenary 
House’ issue 87. 

In 2007 a District event ‘Amazing Grace – Love Divine’ was held at 
Sackville Road and well reported in the 88th issue Summer 2007, and 
the next issue told of the 50th Anniversary of the Men’s Luncheon 
Club. The appointment of the Circuit Administrator was recorded in  



9 

Let the music play on.��
An Organist’s Adventures 
continue………. 
 

�� wenty two years ago (!)  
I wrote an article for 

Spotlight from the point of 
view of a “young organist”.  It 
was in response to the 
Circuit’s help in funding my 
participation in a residential 
course for young organists at 
the Royal School of Church 
Music headquarters at 
Addington Palace.  I attended 
with my friend John Pembery 
(then organist at Christchurch, 
Blacklands).  All those years 
on I am pleased to say that we 

are both still involved with 
organ and choir music.  John 
now works for the East Sussex 
Music Service and is also 
director of the popular 
Melodians Choir (in which I 
sing).  I have my own 
business teaching music 
privately, playing the organ 
and piano for weddings and 
other special occasions, 
entertaining in church, 
community groups and 
residential homes.  I am also 
organist at Hastings Unitarian 
Church and currently Vice 
President of the Bexhill & 
District Organists & 
Choirmasters Association.  I 
know that at the time the 

Easter 2008 (issue 91), and in the next edition Cecil Hammond 
gave memories of his many days in the Circuit – how things have 
changed! 

When Roger Leslie retired he gave us a few reflections on his time 
with us (issue 93) and in the following ‘Spotlight’ Peter Timms 
told of Christmas in Prison. 

So this nearly brings us up to date as we celebrate our 100th issue. 
Many thanks to all those who have edited, written, sorted, 
distributed, read and supported the venture. We are positive for the 
future and would welcome any articles or stories (not too long) 
that we may include. As with the previous 99 copies the editor’s 
decision is final! Well done, everyone! 

Barry Turnwell 
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course made a big impact upon 
both of us and I would like to 
think that it was a good 
investment. 

Other adventures for me since 
the original article have included 
playing organs in Hampshire, 
Derbyshire and as far afield as 
France and Poland.  Highlights 
for me have been acting as 
Assistant organist for the special 
Boys Brigade BBC Songs of 
Praise recorded at Westminster 
Central Hall, playing the organ 
for a concert with a college 
choir in Lublin Cathedral, 
Poland and being organist for a 
Methodist Covenant Service 
with John Vincent in 
Chesterfield, broadcast as the 
BBC Radio 4 Morning Service.  
I am currently looking forward 
to the return of the historic 
(1760) chamber organ at the 
Unitarian Church after its 
complete rebuild and 
restoration.  These are all very 
special occasions but I also 
enjoy being able to provide 
music for the “ordinary” times 
we share together in worship.  I 
believe the organist (or pianist) 
has a special contribution to 
make, alongside those leading 
worship.  This is not simply a 
performance but an act of 
worship in itself and a support 
and contribution towards the 

worship of the whole 
congregation. 

In my original article I wrote 
some (rather critical) comments 
about attitudes and treatments of 
the organist by other people.  I 
would like to say now that 
public worship is something we 
all do together.  We all have a 
part to play.  We all make our 
offering.  We should try to 
appreciate the offerings of 
others even if they are not the 
offerings we would make.  We 
should also remember that all 
we do is for the glory of God.  
Our public worship is a small 
(but important) part of the total 
worship offering that we make 
in the way we live our lives 
from day to day—individually 
and collectively.  The words 
found in Amos 5:21-24 should 
not be forgotten.  

I thank God for opportunities to 
use the gifts I have been given.  
There are many other gifts.  I 
pray that we may continue to 
appreciate and recognise each 
other’s gifts as we “build each 
other up” in worship and 
service.  

Best wishes from a no-longer-so
-young organist. 

Stephen Page 

���������������� �
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“Blood In The Vestry”  
 

�� ell, here goes! This is how it was 
handled before Caxton! 

One fine morning I was walking 
through Silverhill admiring the local 
young ladies, and wishing I was 18 
again, when I was stopped in my tracks 
by a gent who had, below his hat, a 
twinkle in his eye and a beaming smile. 
It was Frank May. 

“Hallo, Vic” he said. “What are you 
doing on Saturday morning? ... Can you 
give us a hand?”  

“Doing what?” I said. “Any beer in it?” 
“No” he said “it’s getting the Circuit 
Magazine out. No beer, but might be a 
cup of tea”. 

So, following instructions, I turned up 
on Saturday morning at Park Road 
vestry armed with my pocket knife duly 
sharpened. There, I found a mixed 
bunch including Barry Turnwell, Fred 
Webb, Frank May, old auntie Betty 
Snow an’ all! 

Frank was issuing instructions with 
boxed of printed sheets – first collate, 
second staple, third count into tens then 
label and tie! So we soon got into the 
swing of things. Frank regaled us with 
tales from the Hollington Allotments. 
Uric acid makes good compost: runner 
beans prefer string to bamboo: Joe on 
the next plot has got TURNUT fly and 
so on .... 

Suddenly there’s a yell – “This stapler 

has conked out!” – Panic! Must find 
another one. This done and production 
continues. Watching Frank tying up 
looks like he’s an expert in garrotting or 
thugee.  

Tea with biscuits arrives so it’s a break, 
then back to the task. It’s going well 
until there is a scream of pain. One of 
the team has punctured himself with a 
stapler.  
Blood flies everywhere! “Shall we dial 
999 or the undertaker?” But Barry grabs 
the casualty and stems the flow. 
Finally it’s all done and ready to go out. 
But we had to decide who will deliver 
what, where and when. This sorted, then 
it’s home to the mundane existence of 
“normal” life – and looking forward to 
the next exciting issue! 
 

Vic Chalcraft. 

 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT  

 
CIRCUIT REVIEW GROUP  

 

�� he Group presented its report to 
the Circuit Meeting in March, and 

it was good to be able to take time out 
during the meeting to break up into 
groups to go through briefly each of the 
issues included in the report.  The group 
felt that this was important for everyone 
present to get a fair understanding of the 
issues, and also to be able to go back to 
their church councils recognising what 
the circuit, its churches, and the 
Methodist Church in the UK as a whole 
is facing. 
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There were two strands to the 
report.  Yes, it is about the 
future of each of our church 
communities, but equally, or 
more importantly, thinking 
about how best to fulfil Christ’s 
command to go to people 
everywhere and make more 
disciples. 

When the Circuit Meeting 
members reconvened after 
breaking up into groups, it was 
agreed that all the issues raised 
in the report, with the exception 
of three, should be directed for 
further, and more detailed 
discussion. 

A group comprising the 
Leadership Team plus 
committee / meeting leaders 
would look at the circuit’s 
current purpose, administrative 
arrangements, the provision of 
training for church and circuit 
ministers and officers, inability 
to find suitable folk for basic 
church officer positions in some 
churches, communication, and 
the need for a budgeted plan for 
the next 3 to five years. 

The Superintendent minister 
and circuit stewards were asked 
to look at the nature of 

leadership needed from the 
circuit staff.   

Churches are asked to review 
their purposes, considering how 
they may be better achieved 
through new ideas or different 
ways in promoting the Gospel, 
and generally reviewing what 
they are doing and why; look at 
whether there is an issue re the 
appointment of, and training 
suitable church officers; and 
also look realistically at their 
expectations for the future of 
their church community.   

Some of these are very tough 
questions.  Almost certainly, 
they are questions we would 
rather not face, when talking 
about the future of our 
respective church communities.  
But face them we should, not 
because the Review Group, the 
Circuit Meeting or anyone else 
thinks we should, but because if 
we don’t, more will follow the 
way of the six circuit churches 
that have drifted into obscurity 
since 1998.  Generally, in such 
cases, the churches close, and 
their residual communities tend 
to disperse. 

The three issues that were not 



13 

referred for further discussion 
were the subject of positive 
decision at the Circuit 
Meeting on 17th March. 

Firstly, a Circuit Prayer 
Encourager was appointed.  
The District had been 
encouraging each circuit to 
find a prayer co-ordinator and 
most circuits have done that.  
There was much enthusiasm 
within the Review Group for 
an increased focus on prayer 
within the circuit, and with 
prompting from Stephen, we 
felt that the word ‘encourager’ 
was undoubtedly a better word 
in describing our general 
expectations of such an 
appointment.  I said that an 
appointment was made.  In 
fact three people, Lesley 
Gilchrist, Wendy Hatch and 
Gillian Lambourne, were all 
keen to take an active part in 
developing the role in the first 
year, and they will do it 
together. 

Secondly, the focus of making 
more disciples was constantly 
in the minds of the Review 
Group, and one 
recommendation was to set up 

an active circuit team for 
mission and evangelism, 
which would be open for 
people to join in with at any 
time, and get involved in 
training / preparation for this 
work.   

The thinking is that we need to 
refocus and promote the need 
to show and develop realistic 
opportunities for mission / 
evangelism “for the right 
reasons” – i.e. not to just put 
bums on seats; to build 
confidence and support for 
those actively seeking 
opportunities to share their 
faith; and to make an 
evangelistic resource 
available to churches for 
ideas and help in practical 
ways. 

The Mission Action Team, 
which has been running for 
years, and which has tended to 
focus primarily on the World 
Mission and Mission in 
Britain Funds responsibilities, 
had planned to have an 
emergency meeting on 20th 
April, and it was agreed by the 
Circuit Meeting that anyone 
who was interested in setting 
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up / training for an active 
mission / evangelism group, 
should go to that meeting to see 
whether that could fit the bill.  
A good number attended that 
meeting and there was a 
positive feel for the MAT to 
take forward the proposals put 
forward by the Review Group.  
You will probably find (or have 
found) more on this elsewhere 
in this edition of Spotlight. 

The third issue that was not 
referred for further discussion 
was concerning circuit 
configuration.  The Review 
Group had been vigorously 
encouraged to look at whether 
we should be merging with 
adjacent circuits.  This we did, 
but there was a very clear view 
among the Group members that 
although some things should 
and need to change within this 
circuit, merging with an 
adjacent circuit or two isn’t one 
of them.  The Circuit Meeting 
agreed. 

 Where issues have been 
referred for detailed 
consideration, all are asked to 
report back / update the Circuit 
Meeting regularly, starting with 
the September meeting. 

There is an offer to all church 
councils from those who served 

on the CRG to send 
representatives to any church 
council that request it, but if you 
don’t ask, rest assured, they 
won’t come.  

Mike Lambourne  

 
NEWS FROM ABROAD 

 

�� reetings from us all at the 
Acorn Project.  

The last months seem to have 
flown by and to have carried 
with them many positive 
changes to the lives of several 
of the Project's children.  

The children who left us last 
year to join Government 
schools so as to sit their entry 
examinations to senior school 
all passed with flying colours. 
Two of them came 1st and 3rd 
in the entire area. Pamela's 
mother danced in the street and 
said " God bless the Acorn 
Project " !! Shadreck's mum 
works for the Project so SHE 
danced around the kitchen !!  

Chrispin, the young man who is 
blind has recently completed his 
Teacher Training Diploma and 
has been posted to a Secondary 
School in N W Zambia.  

He is a remarkable young man. 
When he needed to raise extra 
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funds he approached the local 
radio station and asked them to 
let him sing and play his guitar 
for a small fee. They were 
pleased to have him on air as 
he is a talented singer and 
musician. I admire his tenacity 
and have come to know him 
well over the last four years. 
He has no family and has taken 
to calling me 'mum'.  

The baby, who's mother was 
given help with milk powder 
and other requirements --- she 
was advised not to breast feed 
him so as to prevent the 
transfer of AIDS to him --- is 
doing very well and has tested 
AIDS negative three times 
over the last nine months. His 
mother's AIDS and TB are 
responding to treatment as is 
that of his father so the family 
have real hope for a bright 
future.  

Rosa, the little girl with 
Hydrocephalus is doing well. 
She receives a variety of soft 
or pureed food from us as she 
has problems with swallowing. 
Fortunately I have a few cows 
that we milk after they have 
fed their calves and that gives 
us enough for home use and 
custards and milk puddings for 
the children.  

The recession continues to 
adversely affect the cost of 
everything, particularly food, 
electricity and fuel yet 
somehow we manage to keep 
going and provide the children 
and others with nourishing 
meals and lots of love and 
laughter.  

The teachers are doing a 
wonderful job and delighted 
that since January we have 
taken in more than 50 little 
ones to our early learning 
classes.  

Our intake is now more than 
ninety children with classes 
spread weekly over six 
sessions and two extra learning 
sessions for children who 
struggle to catch up.  

I am hoping to take on a new 
teacher in June.  

The rainy season was a good 
one this year and the garden a 
real joy to see. My daughter, 
son in law and grandson were 
here for Christmas and the 
New Year, two other friends 
visited in February and my 
sister and brother in law have 
just returned to England after 
spending three weeks with me 
--- They were last here in 
1987 !! It's so nice to welcome 
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family and friends and I always 
find it interesting to see the 
country through the eyes and 
comments of first time visitors. It 
takes me back to 1965 and the 
sights and sounds that won my 
heart when I first arrived here.  

We shall soon be heading into the 
cold season and dry dusty weather. 
This however means fewer 
mosquitoes so less malaria !  

Thank you again for your 
continuing support. It is not really 
possible to describe how much 
good you have done in so many 
lives over the last seven years  

We however are privileged see it 
daily on the healthy confident 
faces of the children .  

May God bless you all.  

Ann Rudy  
 (Project Co - Ordinator ) 

 
 

‘To get something you never had, 
you have to do something you 
never did.’  When God takes 
something from your grasp, He’s 
not punishing you, but merely 
opening your hands to receive 
something better.  Concentrate on 
this sentence…’The will of God 
will never take you where the 
Grace of God will not protect you’ 
 

Sent  in by Ann Rudy 
 
 

 
A BIBLICAL PRECEDENT  

 

�� he teenage son of a Minister 
had passed his driving 

licence and was asking to use the 
family car. 

Minister father agreed, but 
imposed four conditions: 
1.  You have to tidy your 
 room. 
2.  You have to study your 
 Bible more. 
3.  You must get your 
 school grades up to a C 
 level 
4.  You have to get your 
 hair cut. 
A few months later the son went to 
his father and said “Look Dad, I 
have done as you asked”.  

“Yes” said his father. “I have seen 
you studying your Bible, your 
room is tidy and as you have 
achieved the C grades. But you 
have not had your hair cut”.  

“No” said the son. “I noticed in the 
Bible that John the Baptist had 
long hair, most of Jesus' disciples 
had long hair and even Jesus had 
long hair”.  

“Yes”, said his Dad, “and they 
walked everywhere!!” 
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IT’S BEHIND YOU  !!! 
 

St. Helens 20th March 2010 
�

�� he winter’s snow had one 
good side!  St. Helens’ 

pantomime was postponed in 
January and performed in March, 
when Derek and I had returned 
from our “island in the sun”, and 
were able to watch it. 

 

 

 

 

It was a most enjoyable afternoon.  
The hall was looking spick and 
span, with pretty curtains.  It 
became crowded with people of 
all ages, smiling and cheerful.  
Appropriate maritime music was 
being played. 

It was good to see Audrey, the 
reliable and competent pianist 
appear and take her seat. 

At 2.30 pm the curtain rose to 
reveal a well set-up stage, a super 
backcloth painted by Gillian, and 
wings that were attractive and 
effective.  The costumes were 
excellent, eye-catching and 
colourful.  

Everyone played their part well, 
and all were clearly audible.  

Brian’s stage death—not easy—
was particularly memorable.  We 
shouted “Aha, Jim lad!” to a 
vivacious principal boy.  We 
enjoyed the activities of a 5’4” 
parrot, and a savage octopus.  
Michael, the producer, did very 
well to step in at the last minute 
and play the Squire.  In one scene, 
several members of the audience 
— including children and James 
from Mencap — were called on to 
the stage, given admirals’ hats, 
and joined in the action.  It was 
all good to see.  

No one  knows better than I how 
much work and dedication is 
involved by everyone concerned.  

The sound-effects were effective 
and well managed.  For me it was 
a nostalgic occasion, and it was 
pleasing to see how much the 
audience and the cast enjoyed 
something we instigated nearly 
twenty years ago.  

Best of all, over £400 was raised 
for St. Michael’s Hospice. 

Topsy Brice 
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A BEST KEPT SECRET 
 
The picture on the front cover of 
this edition comes from the 
Methodist Church Collection of 
Modern Christian Art. The 
Collection has been described as 
“the best denominational 
collection of modern art in 
Europe outside the Vatican”, 
including as it does over 40 
works by renowned artists 
including Graham Sutherland, 
Elisabeth Frink and others. 
The Collection was started in the 
1960s by John Gibbs, an art 
collector and Methodist layman, 
realising that many contemporary 
artists were concerned with 
themes from the life of Christ. 
With the help of Methodist 
minister Douglas Wollen, many 
more works were acquired, 
forming the core of the current 
collection, which continues to 
grow through voluntary giving. 
The picture we have chosen for 
the cover is “Cain and Abel” by 
John Reilly (1958). Cain glowers 
at Abel from the vegetable patch, 
which is fenced in to keep Abel’s 
sheep out. However, the fence 
also symbolises the isolating 
effect of jealousy which, as we 
know, kept bottled up, eventually 
led to Cain murdering his 
brother. 
There is much more to see in this 

picture, and an expert 
commentary can be found on the 
Methodist Church website, where 
you can also see the other items 
in the collection. 
However, if you happen to be in 
London between 23rd June and 
16th July, you can see many items 
from the collection on display at 
Wallspace, in the 18th century 
church of All Hallows on the 
Wall, 83 London Wall, EC2M 
5ND (close to Liverpool Street 
and Moorgate tube stations). 
I am grateful to Frank May who 
alerted me to this “best kept 
secret”, and I hope that many of 
you, whether fans of modern art 
or not, will feel moved to take a 
fresh look at how art, in its many 
forms, can speak to people about 
Christ. 

Keith Miller. 
 

MUSIC MAKES  
THE WORLD GO ROUND  

 
Fishy: The Band. 

	� e thought it was about 
time we gave you a run-

down on our progress since we 
started in 2006. Fishy has been an 
exciting development of various 
musical skills of a number of folk 
of various ages. We range from 
14 to 50+ in age and play both 
secular and sacred music, ranging 
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from quite rocky stuff to 
quieter ballads. Evelyn and I 
enjoy singing but really enjoy 
it when we find songs that our 
two 19 year old lads can sing. 
Matt and Aidan are both 
brilliant singers and play guitar 
with Ken, who keeps the 
guitarists under control! Aidan 
has recently ventured into 
playing bass guitar. Lily plays 
the keyboard/piano and has 
developed a free style, which 
means she can play even if she 
hasn’t got music. She is a very 
accomplished pianist, gaining 
many awards at the Hastings 
festival. Tom is our faithful 
drummer, who has lots of 
experience. Our original line 
up has changed since we 
started and hopefully will 
continue to do so. 

Well, what have we been up 
to? We play regularly at 
Calvert at Celebration Praise 
on the 1st Sunday of the month 
and we have taken part in 
various worship times, 
including Circuit services and 
Anglican Youth services. We 
have held concerts at Calvert, 
Pett, Christchurch, and we 
even went on tour! We were 
invited by Dawn Carn to play 
in Alresford, Hampshire at a 

celebration of her graduation. 

What next? This is not so sure 
as Matt and Aidan are both off 
to university in the autumn, but 
no fear—we have ideas of folk 
who we think could join us. 
We practice on most 
Wednesdays at Pett Chapel, 
7.30 pm. If any young person 
would like to come along, you 
would be welcome to visit us. 
Give me a ring first to make 
sure we are there, or come 
along to the next Celebration 
Praise.  

Wendy Hatch 812297 or 
familyhatch@aol.com 

 
 

CHAPELS HISTORY 
PROJECT 

 


� ou may be aware that 
some time ago I issued a 

plea for help in compiling a 
simple record of the chapels in 
this area for display at 
Winchelsea and possibly in 
other places around the Circuit. 
I am grateful for the interest 
some people have shown but 
would welcome further 
contributions. I am not looking 
to compile a detailed history. I 
am more interested in simple 
facts and figures about the 
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chapels (particularly those 
that are no longer in use) and 
would especially welcome 
photographs.  

At the moment I would be 
particularly interested in 
photographs of the building 
at Newgate Road in 
St.Leonards and Central, 
Hastings. Can you help? 

I now have an email address. 
spage999@btinternet.com  

Stephen Page 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWS FROM BATTLE  

�� o we reach the 100th 
Edition of Spotlight !   

Congratulations, and many 
thanks to all those who 
produce this interesting 
quarterly Newsletter, keeping 
us  in touch with what is 
happening in our Circuit.          
So thanks from us readers to 
Keith and Betty and all the 
editorial team, and to our 
photocopiers, Esther and 

Maurice Carpenter.   Well 
done everyone���

So, what’s happening about 
Battle’s relocation project ?    
At first sight, not a lot !  We 
are still ‘at home’ in our dear 
old chapel, which hasn’t 
disappeared yet. However, 
appearances are deceptive - 
just scratch below the surface 
and you’ll uncover a hive of 
activity.  Since the last 
edition of Spotlight, our 
prayers for a positive 
outcome to the result of our 
appeal against refusal of 
outline planning permission 
were answered  and the 
outline planning permission 
was granted - thanks be to 
God!!!    That, of course, 
started a whole chain of 
activities; we could at last get 
started on our ‘to do’ list.  
Our teams were at the ready 
and sprang into action. 

The ‘Flog It’ team are in 
touch with local estate agents 
and taking advice on the best 
approaches to make. 

The ‘Find It’ team are 
making progress.  At the end 
of April we met the Battle 
Town Council’s Planning 
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Committee.  In the end this 
was a very useful meeting as, 
probably for the first time, the 
Councillors looked in detail at 
what we are proposing and 
found that their misgivings 
about our development of the 
site at Blackfriars were 
unfounded.  They then made 
suggestions about our 
consulting people in that part 
of the town over the use of our 
new building and whom we 
might further approach for 
possible grants, and as we left 
they wished us well in the 
whole project – an answer to 
our prayers! 

The ‘Foresee It’ group are 
getting ideas and information 
from a variety of sources - 
Christine and David had 
several excellent conversations 
with architects at the recent 
Christian Resources exhibition 
and found a rich seam of 
helpful thoughts and 
suggestions.    We have made 
some inspiring contacts with 
some very helpful companies 
who are prepared to advise and 
help concerning style of 
building, materials, and who 
also offer help in so many 
ways. 

So we are steadily working 
through next stages as 

previously outlined.  Please 
pray for our enquiries about 
valuation of the land, 
approaches towards buying it, 
possibilities about selling our 
present property, and the 
enormous task of assessing 
sources for grants. 

The ‘Fund It’ Group has been 
working hard at realising the 
necessary finance - sounding 
out sources for grants - we are 
very grateful that the Circuit is 
so generously backing us. Also 
the congregation is coming up 
with imaginative money-
spinning ideas.    We plan quiz 
nights and similar activities.  
Please look out for them, and 
support us where you can.  
Paula is arranging for us to 
rent a shop in the Town Centre 
for a few days, where we can 
sell books, bric-a-brac, etc (not 
clothes) and other items which 
are surplus to requirements in 
our homes.  Again, please pray 
for success, and help to make it 
a success by supporting us 
where you can. 

Meanwhile, we are not resting 
on our laurels. The normal life 
of the church continues - with 
some imaginative differences. 
For instance, this year the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity    in Battle is being held 
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at the end of June, including  
1 Early morning prayer 

Monday 21st to Friday 
25th June inclusive will 
be held from 7.30 am to 
8am at the Roman 
Catholic Church 
followed by a simple 
breakfast at 8am in the 
Manna House (Baptist 
Church). 

2 Here for Good, Saturday 
26th June, 10am to 1pm 
on Abbey Green (Please 
join us - it’s good fun.) 

3 Picnic & Songs of 
Praise, Sunday 27th June 
on Abbey Green starting 
at 12.30pm. 
Bring a chair and your 
own food. (Hot dogs and 
Sausages will be on 
sale.) 
At 2pm there will be a 
half hour service. (If the 
weather is bad all this 
will take place in St 
Mary’s Church.) 

The Annual Civic Service  
takes place on Sunday June 
6th at St Mary’s Church, 3pm. 

The timing has been changed 
this year to enable all our 
congregations to attend.    
Councillors will be invited to 

renew their commitment to 
the community before God as 
part of the service.  The 
Bishop of Lewes is the 
speaker. 

Finally, we shall be holding 
A Celebration Weekend for 
all the Church Family     
Sat/Sun 3rd & 4th  July      -   
On Saturday Evening 5–8pm 
Fish n’ Chip Supper 

Introducing our weekend 
speaker, 

Emma Moreton 

Her Theme:  

Beauty from Ashes 

Emma will preach at our 
Sunday Morning Worship , 
which will be followed by 
lunch out together 

We thank you for all your 
prayers for  our recent 
activities.   Please continue to 
pray for success as we try to 
do God’s work in Battle in 
whatever way He leads us. 

Jean Wells 
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BREDE TRINITY  

��oy Ford would normally 
send in the copy for 

Spotlight, but she has been 
unwell for some time.  She has 
spent nearly a month in 
hospital and although now back 
at home, she is having to take 
things very slowly. It is hoped 
that her column for Trinity will 
be in the next issue of 
Spotlight. We all wish her well, 
and Joy would like to say 
‘Thank You’ for all the good 
wishes and get-well cards she 
has received. 

Recently Dennis Gannon fell in 
his garden pulling the wheelie 
bin on to himself, damaging his 
eye and requiring stitches.  He 
has, what we hope will be a 
final eye operation at Brighton 
Hospital in early June. 

Our Church Council meeting, 
postponed earlier, due to heavy 
snowfalls, took place on March 
12th  It was fully attended by 
the Church Council, also our 
acting Treasurer, Michael 
Lambourne, and the District 
Treasurer, Michael Richardson.  
We are still looking for a 
Church Treasurer and it was 
emphasised by Michael 
Lambourne that help and 
advice on procedures would be 

given to ease any volunteer into 
the position. 

After discussions, we are now 
looking forward to progress 
with our plans for the 
renovation work and left the 
meeting feeling much uplifted. 

The Rev. Derek Brice led a 
new series of Bible Studies 
around Easter and they 
concentrated on St. Paul in 
Greece and his letter to the 
Thessalonians. 

The early Easter visit to 
Roselands arranged by Pam 
Ascott and led by the Rev. 
Malcolm Hope took place on 
9th March.  The programme of 
hymns and Bible readings was 
followed by a sociable tea 
including hot cross buns and 
general conversation with the 
residents and enjoyed by all. 

The Brede Village Festival 
2010 planning meetings are 
now in full swing—it takes 
place June 4th-6th.  We have 
been asked to provide 
refreshments for the fete on the 
playing fields on Saturday 5th.  
On the Sunday we will join 
with St. George’s Parish 
Church in a United service in 
the marquee, when the Rev. 
Malcolm Hope will be the 
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preacher.   Afterwards coffee 
will be served in our chapel. 

On Saturday March 20th we 
organised a Spring Cleaning, 
Coffee and Cake morning at 
the chapel, as our church 
cleaner has had to retire due to 
ill health.  It was good to have 
everyone working alongside 
each other in a determined 
effort to have the chapel and 
ancillary rooms looking spick 
and span before Easter 
Sunday.  The chapel was left 
looking so good that we have 
now established a rota of 
volunteers to clean throughout 
the year and thereby save a 
useful amount of money. 

We had a fund raising Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 22nd 
May, together with a cake 
stall, bric-a-brac books etc.. 
Our Church Anniversary is on 
Sunday 13th June and will be 
led by the Rev. Keith Trice—
this will be followed by a 
Bring and Share lunch—
everyone is welcome, as 
always. 

The peace of the Lord be with 
you all. 

Pam and Howard Baker 

 

 

CHRISTCHURCH  

�� ongratulations to 
Spotlight on reaching its 

centenary, and our thanks to 
all those who have been 
responsible for the issue over 
the past 30 plus years.  This 
100th issue could attract a 
black market value if we are 
not careful! 

As you read this article we 
will have just finished our 
22nd annual Festival of 
Flowers and we hope that you 
came along and enjoyed it!  
Also you have just missed the 
Christchurch Singers giving 
‘Music for a Summer’s 
Evening’ - if you missed it 
you can always come to the 
one hopefully being planned 
for Christmas! 

We are making excellent 
progress with our new 
‘Powerpoint’ facility and this 
is available for all who come 
to lead worship with us.  It is 
used carefully so that it does 
not dominate but many have 
said how worship has been 
enhanced with its use. 

Our Minister remains on his 
sabbatical and we hope that he 
is having a restful and helpful 
time—we miss him!  
However, he will soon be 



25 

returning to us, and the Circuit, 
and we do appreciate all that he, 
and his colleagues, do in the 
churches and communities.  

Summer is with us and once 
again we have the Open AIR 
Hymn Singing at the Colonnade 
on the sea front in Bexhill.  This 
is organised by the Churches 
Together in Bexhill, and led by 
a different church each week.  It 
draws to a conclusion on 
Saturday July 25th at 6 pm 
when we have a united service 
in the De La Warr Pavilion 
Theatre—and usually have a 
good crowd.  It is not cheap to 
hire the facility so we want to 
make the best of it! 

We have been very pleased with 
the redecoration and re sanding 
of our hall floor and it has 
greatly enhanced the facilities.  
Our church is almost fully used 
by either ourselves or external 
groups.  This all helps with our 
income, especially with a rising 
assessment! 

People still seem to be thinking 
up various catchy slogans and I 
do like the one that says “If you 
want to read 66 good books, buy 
a Bible—any more than that go 
to your local library!.  We’ll 

enjoy the lovely summer days 
and every blessings to our other 
churches within the Circuit.  

Barry Turnwell 

HOLLINGTON  

Hi folks, 

I  hope you have all had a good 
Easter period and are looking 

forward to Summer and some 
warmer weather. I was in 
Cornwall recently and our hotel 
in West Looe was right next 
door to the united Methodist/
URC Church. I wasn't able to 
visit as we were on a trip when 
they were open for lunch. 
However I was able to visit an 
art and quilting exhibition at the 
Methodist Church in Falmouth.  

I was away for the Circuit 
Ascension Day Service which 
we were pleased to host. I am 
told I, and many others of you, 
missed a wonderful service. 
Only around 24 people were 
there, which out of the over 650 
membership of the Circuit was 
very poor. However a good 
collection raised a tidy sum for 
Christian Aid. Thank you to 
those who did attend.  

Our Thursday Fellowship 
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LITTLE COMMON  

�� n Saturday the 6th March, the 
Hastings and Rother Area 

Music Centre performed a concert 
with their young people’s (15-18 
years) Chamber Ensemble. The 
music was of a high standard and a 
pleasant afternoon was enjoyed by 
everyone.  We were able to raise 
£79.40 for church funds on this 
occasion. 

There were some interesting 
reminiscences at our Café Service 
on the 7th March, the theme being 
“Sunday”.  Stephen reminded us 

that on the 7th March 321 AD, the 
Emperor Constantine ordained that 
Sunday should officially be a day 
of rest.  

During our morning service on 
Palm Sunday, Friday Friends 
performed “Fishers of Men”.  This 
was a presentation involving drama 
and music which had been 
composed and written by one of 
our organists and his wife.  

A Spring lunch was provided on 
the 25th April after the morning 
service.  This was a great success 
due to the hard work and planning 

continues to sustain good numbers and enjoy various speakers. Instead 
of having an awayday, we have recently been to see Beauty & The 
Beast at the White Rock Theatre. Since last writing we have had three 
lunch clubs, one being a Churches Together Lent event which raised 
£50.00 for MRDF. These are the third Thursday each month. We are 
now holding lunchtime music events on the first Thursday each 
month. Bring your sandwiches from noon, drinks and fellowship 
provided. Between 1pm and 2pm Stephen Page plays for us a 
selection of classical and popular tunes.  

Our Anniversary weekend over 29th/30th May included a coffee 
morning, Bring & Share lunch and our morning service conducted by 
Wesley Hampton, who also preached at the United Churches Together 
service at Park Road in the evening.  

Our Summer Fair is to be held in the Church hall and grounds on 
Saturday 19th June and we look forward to welcoming as many of you 
as can attend.  

Dawn Novis 



27 

by one lady in the congregation.  

Our prayer focus for May is for 
the work of “Christian Aid”.  A 
member of our congregation 
organised a Table Sale on the 15th 
May for Christian Aid in the 
church—there were many stalls, 
including cakes, books and 
Traidcraft goods.   With this event 
and personal giving in the 
Christian Aid envelopes we made 
a useful contribution to this very 
important charity.  

We are looking forward to our 
Church Anniversary on the 20th 
June when the preacher will be the 
Rev. Marie-Anne Kent.  

Joyce Trice—Senior Steward 

NINFIELD  

The cold wind in the winter (which 
most of you have long suffered 
this year!) 
The pleasant summer sun (to 
which we look forward ... 
hopefully! ) 
The ripe fruits in the garden 
God made them, every one. 

�� hat a terrible winter you 
have all suffered while we 

were sunning ourselves (not every 
day).  Many chapels, like ours, 
had to close on one Sunday.  
However, Stephen very kindly 

arranged to lead our Covenant 
Service the following week. 

Our Guild programme has 
continued and members have 
enjoyed a seasonal glow with a 
Winter Anthology by Chris Cox, 
and a trip to New Zealand with 
Barry Turnwell.  More recently, 
Bill spoke about his early days in 
the Police Force (shades of Dixon 
of Dock Green and Carry on 
Constable) and Stephen led a Lent 
devotion which centred our 
thoughts on fasting and prayer.  

We are very happy that the time 
clock on our heating system has 
been activated  (thank you Keith) 
and our church is warm on a 
Sunday afternoon, despite the 
weather! - (but have we allowed 
for British Summer Time!? 
D.C.B) 

Our Anniversary Service will be 
conducted on July 11th by Rev. 
Stephen Maunder, and preceded 
by lunch at 1pm. All are welcome! 

Our church life proceeds happily, 
and any little problems we 
encounter are overcome by some 
admirable teamwork.  We send 
our greetings to all our friends in 
the other churches around the 
Circuit. 

Topsy Brice 
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Broken Britain?  

Frank May came across the following 
article during a recent visit to 
Ashburnham. The writer is a former 
Rector of All Saints Church in 
Hastings Old Town, and a long time 
friend of Frank and Olwyn. 

Dear Friends, 


� ou may have read that in a 
recent poll, three fifths of us 

believe that we are living in 
“Broken Britain”. I am not sure 
exactly what this means except 
obviously that it’s not working, it 
has gone seriously wrong, the 
engine has seized up due to lack of 
oil ... and so on. Our overcrowded 
prisons and mental institutions, 
estates that are terrorized by gangs, 
the many who simply cannot find 
work, together with a general state 
of unhappiness and discontent in 
so many people would all seem to 
point to the fact that things are not 
working well. 

Back in 2006, I paid a visit to 
Rwanda, and what struck me there 
was that people on the whole were 
terribly poor. For example, female 
teachers would get up at about 
4am, get the firewood and water, 
cook breakfast for their families 
and then walk up to 2 hours to 
school; they would teach through 
the day from 8am till 4pm, and 

then reverse the process, receiving 
a tiny salary for their pains. Yet 
they, like everyone else, seemed to 
be full of joy. All had suffered in 
one way or another in the 
genocide, yet somehow, despite 
their poverty, this was not “Broken 
Rwanda”. 

As I have reflected on this, I 
believe that the cause is that we 
have lost our faith: faith in God, 
faith in our country and faith in 
ourselves. The Rwandans have a 
vibrant faith, and the churches are 
packed every Sunday, the singing 
is great, the dancing enthusiastic. 
They believe that the country is 
going forwards, that healing 
between the different tribes is 
taking place, and that they each 
have a definite part to play in its 
development. 

I was watching an interesting 
programme on the Home Office 
last week, and it seemed that the 
main duty of the Permanent 
Secretary was to inform the 
incoming Home Secretary that 
crime figures were going up, and 
nothing that anyone could do 
would prevent this inexorable 
climb. 

We live in a great nation, but we 
have lost our way. We have a 
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nanny state, but have lost our 
core values. Christ put it very 
simply, “Love God, and love 
your neighbour”. He came to 
teach us and show us that love, 
even when it is very costly, is 
the only way. If God cares for 
every person, then the challenge 
is for us to care for them too. 
Instead of trying to see what’s 
in it for me, we are encouraged 
to look out for each other, and 
play our small part in enabling 
this small island to be a happy 
and fulfilled place. 

Mended! 

With my good wishes, Francis 
Cumberledge. 

The Silver Swan 

A madrigal by Orlando 
Gibbons—a setting of words by 
Thomas Campion (1567-1620) 

 

�� he Silver Sawn, who 
living, had no note, 

When death approached 
unlocked her silent throat, 
Leaning her breast against the 
reedy shore,  
Thus sung her first and last, 
then sung (sic) no more: 
“Farewell all joys, Oh death 
come close mine eyes— 
More geese than swans now 
live, more fools than wise”. 
(sung and remembered from her 

school-days by Mrs. Olwyn May.  
May Heaven defend all old swans 
who devoutly long for death!) 

 

NOW FOR SOME NEWS 
FROM THE  

CIRCUIT BOOK GROUP.  

A lthough depleted in 
numbers, the Circuit Book 

Group met on May 10th and 
due to the fact that we had 
difficulty in getting the book 
from the library members came 
prepared to talk about a book 
they had read recently.   

Christine spoke about Pen 
Wilcock’s ‘In Celebration of 
Simplicity, and the salutary 
challenge to our cluttered lives.  
George spoke of re-reading 
‘Wuthering Heights, and the 
remarkable characterisation and 
at the same time the weak 
ending.   

Michael spoke of Clarissa 
Dickson Wright’s Spilling the 
Beans—she will be 
remembered as one of the “Two 
Fat Ladies”.  He commented on 
the frank description of the 
challenges that an alcoholic has 
to face in rebuilding their life. 

If you are like me, good at 
falling asleep over a book, 
choose a time of day and a 
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physical posture when you are 
most alert.  Even then, like me, 
you may have to work at it, but it 
is worth it to keep the grey cells 
working.  

I would like to share two other 
books with a wider audience—
Religion and Human fulfilment 
by Keith Ward—no relation that 
I am aware of! 

This is not bedtime reading, it is 
a challenge.  I was particularly 
stimulated by his thinking about 
evolution.  Early philosophers 
thought of God creating a perfect 
human from scratch, and we had 
to measure up to perfection, and 
Jesus was seen as perfect.  
Evolution sees growth we are 
becoming, and we have not yet 
arrived. 

“...evolution as the vehicle of 
divine creation can be 
defended”.  He says.  He deals 
with the wastefulness of the 
evolutionary process—millions 
of species have been lost in the 
development of intelligent 
human life.  Then there are the 
questions of God creating 
“Nature red in tooth and claw”.  
He writes about dealing with the 
ethical issues of the genes of 
inherited illnesses.  How far do 
we go with improving humans. 

Other chapters are Religion and 
violence (Islam) Respect for life 
(Buddhism), Religions laws and 
human freedom (Judaism). 

The second book—Looking in 
the Distance by Richard 
Reading—it is challenging 
because it will make you think 
about how we rethink our faith in 
the 21st century.  He recognises 
that the authoritarian approach of 
Christian faith has gone except 
for a minority; and we need to re
-think, and re-think our ethical 
issues.  He picks up the issue of 
human organs which had been 
kept by hospitals without 
families’ permission   
Patronising attitudes have to be 
challenged.  A section on 
sexuality points not to legalistic 
approaches, but consent Other 
current issues are about war, and 
drugs—we confuse preferences 
with morality.  

I have found both these books 
challenging but hugely 
rewarding, and I will refer back 
to them for a long time.  

Christine and I listen to tape 
recorded books from the library 
and listen to them at bedtime—
last one awake turns the tape 
recorder off! 
I would like to recommend 
Wilbour Smith’s Afghanistan.   
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PETT 

�� he sunnier weather has 
seen our little chapel 

looking lovely as we approach 
our church anniversary in June. 
New life is a definite theme for 
us at the moment, as three of 
our families have welcomed 
new babies!  Chloe Miller was 
born on 5th May to Barry and 
Charlie, swiftly followed by 
Archie Michael Hatch on 7th 
May, to Jon and Stacey. Grace 
Laura was born on the 17th 
May to Ann and Jamie– a first 
Great Grandchild for Betty and 
Derek. Congratulations to the 
happy parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents! The 
queue for cuddles is bound to 
be long; we may need to start 
issuing tickets! This brings us 
full circle from a year ago, 
when I first started bringing 
you the news from Pett (taking 

over from the inimitable Keith, 
who would otherwise have 
been writing half the 
magazine), and Michael was 
due to be born at any moment. 

That brings me to Mother’s 
Day! On Mothering Sunday in 
March, we launched The Big 
Sow, a community initiative. 
Don’t make the mistake I did – 
it has nothing to do with big 
pigs! We have been 
distributing packets of seeds to 
families in the community, 
hoping that they will join us by 
growing the plants and 
bringing a sample of their 
produce to a special "Big Sow" 
event in September. We have 
had a good take-up of the seed 
packets, but it’s too early to 
say what kind of results we 
will see, so please pray with us 
for our community harvest! 

I don’t know where the lines of fact and fiction lie but it is an 
incredible insight and background to the present war. 
 
The next meeting of the group will be at 7.30 pm on Monday 20th 
September at 1 Top Cross Road, Bexhill; the book will be George 
Alagiah’s ‘Home from Home’.  We would like to welcome new 
people to the group, so if you would like to join us please ‘phone 
Michael Ward on 01424 460727 and we will arrange for you to have 
a copy of the book, and if you require transport, please ask. 

Michael Ward 
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In April, as well as our Easter 
celebrations, we held our 
delayed Covenant Service, for 
which we were joined by our 
Anglican friends. The service 
was well-attended, on a 
beautiful summer’s day. We 
also welcomed home Wendy 
and Ken from the ECG 
conference in Llandudno. ECG 
stands for ‘Equipping, Calling, 
Going,’ with the tagline ‘A 
heart for the nations’. The 
mission and outreach work we 
do at Pett takes many forms, 
from the more traditional 
Methodist charities to ideas 
like the Big Sow and our new 
Village Choir. 

The Village Choir is a singing 
group open to people of any 
ability, experience or lack 
thereof! 26 people came to the 
inaugural session in March, 
and the choir has continued to 
grow since. Although the form 
and future of this group is 
unclear, this has been a very 
positive beginning. Check the 
Pett diary on our website for 
dates of future meetings if 
you’re interested in attending. 

You can also keep an eye out 
on the internet for dates of 
upcoming film evenings and 

other events of interest, or sign 
up for our occasional email 
newsletters.  

All the latest news and diary 
dates are on our website at 
http://www.pettchapel.org.uk 
(maintained by Keith, of 
course). 

Greetings and God bless from 
all at Pett! 

Grace Garner 

PARK ROAD 

�� ome time ago we were 
looking at ways of making 

financial economies.  We 
asked the question, whether we 
wanted to keep insuring the 
organ because if any thing 
happened we would not 
replace it?  As the discussion 
continued, we wondered 
whether we could use the 
space better, and so came upon 
the idea of  making a new 
vestry.  The current one is so 
much of a thoroughfare and no 
place for the person conducting 
the service before worship or 
to count the collection.  The 
organ was put on the internet, 
and at the time of writing we 
have a serious enquiry, who, 
we believe, is willing to pay!  
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We would like also, money 
permitting, to make a ramp and 
doorway into the present vestry 
so that wheelchair users  and 
others may find it easier to move 
from church level to hall level. 
 

Michael Ward  

 RYE 


� am very pleased to be able to 
contribute to the 100th edition 

of “Spotlight” and I am sure that 
this edition will be a celebration 
of all that is good and worthy in 
our Circuit. 

Recently, the news has been 
dominated by the General 
Election, which took place about 
ten days ago. After weeks of 
campaigning, which included a 
series of three televised debates 
between the three main party 
leaders and frequent attempts to 
discredit some of the candidates 
for election, we have had a result, 
which is far from conclusive and 
which has resulted in a coalition 
government being formed. We 
trust that, in a time of economic 
instability and in the face of all 
manner of problems and 
challenges, the members of this 
coalition will be able to put aside 
personal differences and work 
together for the good of all the 

electorate and that self-interest 
will be sacrificed to achieve this 
goal. 

The power of nature and the 
forces that can be unleashed has 
been demonstrated over the last 
couple of months by the eruption 
of a volcano in Iceland, which 
has resulted in huge amounts of 
ash being blasted into the 
atmosphere. Because of the 
danger posed to aircraft that 
might fly through this cloud of 
ash, there has been disruption to 
the travel plans of thousands of 
people, some of whom have been 
stranded abroad with no means of 
transport home. We dismiss the 
power of the natural world at our 
own peril and need to learn to 
respect this world, which God 
has created for us to live in. 

Lent in Rye was, as has become 
the tradition, marked by the Lent 
study groups, which are 
organised and promoted by 
Churches Together. There was a 
choice of venues and times and 
folk were encouraged to try to 
make the groupings as 
ecumenical as possible. Most 
groups this year followed the 
course devised and produced by 
York Courses. 

The Lent study courses 
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culminated in a joint communion 
service at the parish church of St. 
Mary the Virgin on the evening 
of Maundy Thursday. Good 
Friday saw the Walk of Witness 
through Rye, starting at the 
Catholic Church and pausing at 
the Methodist and Parish 
churches for dramatised readings 
of the Gospel account of the 
Passion, prayer, the singing of a 
hymn or sacred song and a time 
of contemplation, before we 
moved to the area outside the 
railway station for a final act of 
witness. The weather was kind 
again and the rain, which had 
been forecast, arrived just before 
we finished outside the railway 
station. There were quite a few 
visitors in the town and, by 
lunchtime, it was quite busy, so 
we were able to witness to quite a 
reasonable number of people. On 
Easter Sunday evening, there was 
a united service of Easter Praise 
in the Parish Church. 

The Guild programme continued 
in February with a very 
interesting talk given by Rex 
Swaine, the Rye Town Crier. The 
March meeting saw a Lenten 
lunch, followed by a presentation 
of photographs by Rev. Robin 
Roberts. In April there was a 
Mystery Tour and, as I write this 
time, the members of the Guild 
are looking forward to the May 

meeting, which takes the form of 
a musical afternoon with Stephen 
Page on the 18th. The June 
meeting on the 15th will consist 
of lunch followed by the AGM 
and the annual programme 
finishes on July 20th with a coach 
outing. 

On Palm Sunday, March 28th, our 
morning worship included the 
celebration of infant baptism of 
Magdalen, daughter of Alun and 
Carina Tudwal Stere-Jones. Alun 
had been received publically on 
January 17th, after his 
membership had been transferred 
from a Welsh-speaking 
Presbyterian Church of Wales 
congregation in Cardiff, where 
his father is minister. His father 
was invited to participate in the 
service of baptism, part of which 
was conducted in the Welsh 
language. I believe that makes 
this service unique in Rye 
Methodist Church and it was 
good to have a service of baptism 
again, as, unfortunately, this is no 
longer a frequent occurrence. 

As I write this contribution, we 
are looking forward to our 
Church Anniversary on May 16th, 
when we will welcome Rev. 
Marion Proud as our preacher at 
our anniversary service. 

The choir is currently busy 
practising anthems for Sunday 

morning worship, which are 
taken from a new book of 
anthems recently acquired. We 
hope that the better weather will 
make it easier for our folk to get 
to worship and also bring in the 
visitors to swell our numbers and 
enrich our fellowship. As well as 
preparing music for Sunday 
Worship, the choir, along with 
our friends from other churches 
in our Circuit and from other 
denominations in the area, is also 
putting together a programme of 
music for a summer concert to be 
performed at 7.30 pm on 
Saturday, 3rd July. We hope to 
get more details and publicity to 
all the churches in the Circuit in 
the near future. 

I wanted to take this opportunity 
to lend encouragement to all 
those churches which have work 
that needs to be done to their 
buildings, and who, like us in 
Rye are finding it increasingly 
difficult to meet the costs of such 
projects. This is to let you know 
that as well as applying to the 
Circuit and District in the 
Methodist church, there are also 
secular bodies, which offer grants 
to help with funding of schemes 
of work. As many of you will 
know, several years ago now, we 
started with the exterior re-
decoration of our building, until 

the untimely death of the 
contractor, whom we had 
employed to carry this out for us, 
resulted in the premature 
postponement of this work. The 
time came, when we felt that to 
finish the exterior re-decoration 
was desirable, if we could find a 
way to finance the project. To cut 
a long story short, our treasurer, 
Sue Padgham, sent an application 
to the Little Cheyne Court Wind 
Farm Community Fund, having 
obtained estimates from a 
contractor, for a grant to 
complete the external re-
decoration of the building and to 
tackle a damp problem in one of 
our downstairs rooms and re-
decorate part of this room too. 
The Community Fund has 
awarded us a full grant of 
£4,610.00 and this work is now 
well under way. I would also like 
to pass on our thanks to Keith 
Miller for pointing us in the right 
direction and offering his help 
and providing a great deal of 
information. In addition, I would 
like to pass on our 
congratulations, Keith, on 
becoming a Grandad! 

Don't forget that all our friends 
from the circuit are always 
welcome here in Rye. 

 Paul Martin 
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WINCHELSEA  

��une has been planned as a busy 
month at the Chapel and we 

can start on Tuesday June 8th at 
7.30 pm.  We are delighted that 
the Bexhill and District Organists 
and Choirmasters Association 
will be meeting in the chapel—
and we are all invited as well!  
This will be a “Wesleyan 
Evening” and a little different 
from usual as we welcome many 
visitors.  

On Saturday June 12th the 
Chapel will be open from 2-5 pm 
to link with the national Open 
Gardens Scheme in the town—a 
wonderful opportunity to see 
some of the splendid private 
gardens.  It should be a lovely 
afternoon.  

On Sunday June 20th we 
celebrate our 225th Anniversary 
and at 2.30 pm we will sing 
hymns under the “Wesley Tree” 
and then adjourn to the Chapel 
when we are delighted that our 
celebration service will be led by 
the Rev. John Hellyer, the 
Chairman of our District.  An 
opportunity not to miss so we 
hope to see a wonderful crowd. 

The Committee is planning to 
have events on Saturday July 
31st in the morning and will be 

open on Saturday August 7th 
when the Winchelsea Town Fete 
will be in full swing on the 
cricket field opposite. 

Readers may be aware that the 
Methodist Heritage Handbook 
2010 has recently been issued 
and it is a great improvement on 
previous years—and we have an 
excellent mention with 
photographs as well!  Many 
heritage sites and buildings are 
detailed and if you would like a 
copy do call 020 7647 5357. 

Barry Turnwell—Publicity Officer 

 

SACKVILLE RD  

First and foremost, an apology 
for the fact that there was no 
entry from Sackville Road in the 
last issue of Spotlight.  Most of 
the kind friends we have in 
Sackville Road are aware of the 
problems health wise that Peg 
and I have suffered over the past 
few months, which has 
necessitated visits to doctors, 
hospitals and the like, not to 
mention recovery from a fuse 
box fire in our flat necessitating a 
move out for two months or so, 
and in consequence some things 
were overlooked and not possible 
to produce.  Added to this the 
date for the production of the 
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copy coincided with Peg’s 
birthday and our wedding 
anniversary—thanks in great 
degree to our friends in Sackville 
for the kind thoughts and 
understanding. 

The visit of Andrew Hawkins 
from the London City Mission 
gave us all an insight into the 
good work being carried out by 
them in the London area and the 
difficulties encountered by their 
workers in that mission.  

On the 11th April we held our 
annual church meeting and faith 
lunch which was enjoyed by all. 
However, the proceedings were 
somewhat saddened by John 
Campbell’s decision to stand 
down after so many years of good 
and faithful service to our church 
and the community.  He has been 
succeeded by David Hanson, a 
popular and welcome successor.  
The long serving and, at times, 
long suffering, Ken Hutchinson 
also decided that it was time to 
give up the treasurer’s job—we 
wish John and Ken well and a less 
stressful life—also to Jean 
Hutchinson our very best wishes 
for a full return to health.  

Finally, at the baptism of Megan 
Rebecca Willison, we shared a 
rare sound in Sackville Road 
Church—the sound of children's 
voices—what a pleasure it would 

be if  young voices could be heard 
every Sunday! 

Phil Kapp 

 
WALKING IS GOOD FOR 

YOU AND OTHERS….. 
Dear Friends, 

Following on from the success 
of this year's LOAF Walk, with 
participants up 60% on last year, 
and in response to requests 
received on the day, LOAF, as a 
part of the work of Church 
Together in Hastings and St 
Leonards in bringing the Christian 
community closer together, we 
will be organising a series of short 
family friendly walks throughout 
the summer months (and possibly 
during winter as well if there is 
sufficient enthusiasm). Please 
could you encourage members of 
your fellowship to take part for 
"fun, fellowship and fitness". 
These walks may be good way of 
bringing those at the edges of 
church life more into the 
fellowship as well as building 
bridges for family friends and 
neighbours. 

SUMMER WALKS: Join us for 
the first of our short (no more 
than 3-4 miles) walks suitable for 
families, on Sunday June 13th 
starting 2 pm prompt, from the 
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car park at Guestling Church. 
Good shoes are advised and as 
this is cross country, push chairs 
will be difficult. (Future dates 
July 18th, August 22nd). Bring 
friends and neighbours for fun, 
fellowship and fitness.. 

In Christ's service…... 
John & John 

(John Lyttle, for Church Together in 
Hastings and St Leonards 

John Geater, for LOAF Project) 

����  
 

Thinking Outside the Box! 3. 
�

T he latest workshop was held 
on Saturday 8th May. 

After worship we had a review of 
all events that we have held and 
the workshops themselves. 

We asked how helpful have these 
events been? How have you made 
the most of them? What were the 
problems? And, if they haven’t 
been helpful, then why? The 
response was encouraging and 
this showed in the events then 
discussed. 

We planned three new events for 
the next few months. 

1) Summer Party at 
Fairlight Lodge Hotel. 

Saturday August 21st, 
10.30am – 4pm. 

2) Film Night for 5-11 year olds 
at Pett Chapel Friday 17th 
September, 5pm – 7-30pm. 
With pizza and chips. 

3)  Beach Party for 13 year olds 
and over.  The date of this is 
still to be fixed as we are 
reliant on the tides. Time will 
be 5pm – 8pm..  We will meet 
on Pett Level Beach for 
fishing, games and B.B.Q. 

After discussion and planning, 
and coffee we discussed the 
importance of prayer and 
children. How we go about 
praying with children....what 
works....what we should do/
should not do and we shared lots 
of good ideas. We heard of 
several times when adults have 
been surprised or amazed at the 
depth of prayer that we have 
shared in. 

The Summer Party has been 
booked and so it is now vital that 
we have plenty of help to make it 
a success. Last year was great but 
numbers were quite low. This 
year we would like to make sure 
that numbers are higher but that 
makes it even more important that 
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we have commitment. We would 
like every church to be involved in 
some way if possible. Enclosed 
with this letter you will find an 
activity list sheet. This asks for 
suggestions of an activity that you 
could lead or help with. Nobody 
will be asked to run an activity 
alone. Some of the activities 
suggested so far are: 

Stone painting, making ear-rings, 
cake or biscuit decorating, bouncy 
castle, jungle hunt, story-telling and 
so on! 
Even if you have no children or 
young people at your church you 
may be able to help. ...with drinks, 
tent erecting, first aid, writing name 
labels, etc. We are not even asking 
you to stay all day if you don’t want 
to, if you can only spend an hour 
with us that would be good. We can 
use you whether you have a CRB 
check or not. There will plenty of 
officially checked people present 
and nobody will be left on their 
own with children. 
Once you have shared the sheet 
with your folk please e-mail it back 
to Maggie Boulter on 
maggieboulter@eastsussex.gov.uk  or 
send to Mrs M. Boulter, Fairlight 
Lodge Hotel, Martineau Lane 
Fairlight. E. Sussex. Please also 
sign up if you would like to help, 
but not run the activity. 
We want everybody to realise that 
this could be a very positive and 

fairly easy way to get folk who may 
not come to church to attend a 
Christian event, not feel out of 
place and enjoy themselves. So get 
promoting. The grounds at the 
Lodge can take many people! Try 
not to see the problems but the 
opportunities. 
We are aware that this is in the 
holidays so we would ask that you 
start telling families NOW! This is 
open to all of your church families, 
families on the fringe, any that 
come along to any of your groups, 
e.g., toddler groups or any that you 
think would appreciate it, e.g., your 
neighbours! Posters and invitations 
will be sent out in early July 
Lastly we did discover that the 
activities that were popular and 
successful last year were enjoyed 
by all of us not just the children! So 
come and have fun!!! 
 

Wendy Hatch 
Can you help? - See form on next page 
 
See if you can figure out what 
these words have in common. 
 
1. Banana  5. Revive 
2. Dresser  6. Uneven 
3. Grammar  7. Assess 
4. Potato     Answer below 

Answer: In all of the words listed, if you 
take the first letter, place it at the end of 
the word, and then spell the word back-
wards, it will be the same word. 
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Your Name  

Your Church  

Your telephone number  

Your e-mail address  

Will you be bringing children from 
your church? 

 

If so, approximately how many?  

About The Activity  

What activity would you run?  

What are the ages suitable for this 
activity? 

 

What is the maximum number you 
can work with at any one session? 

 

Approximately how long will your 
session be? 

 

How many sessions are you pre-
pared to do during the day? 

 

Can you provide all the materials for 
your activity? 

 

Will you have an assistant or do we 
need to find a volunteer to help you? 

 

Have you any special requirements 
or needs? 

 

Do you need equipment like tables, 
chairs etc.? (please list) 

 

SUMMER PARTY 
Could you help by running an activity on the day for children please? 

If so, please fill in the form below. 
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